


Louisiana Waters

Louisiana waters are the place to be, fun and beauty for all to see.

Float up the rivers or down in the swamp, watch the alligator, his teeth can chomp!
You can swim or you can fish, take home your catch for a tasty dish.

So use the waters, use them with care, if you protect them they will always be there.

Louisiana waters are for you to enjoy, everyone can use them; man, woman, girl and boy.

Author: Kamryn Hudson, Georgetown Elementary School, Grant Parish

Louisiana’s Water

The rain drop falls right from the cloud,
Which drops on the flower’s petal!
The flower blooms while the sun sparkles on the Louisiana day!

But where the crawfish play in the beautiful fresh water, something
spreads above them a gorgeous stunning rainbow! They watch it dazzle
above them as the sun passes down, then time to go nighty night. Tuck in
little fellows say your prayers as the water settles in, till sun rise again and
another beautiful Louisiana day!

Author: Lainie Pilant, Isidore Newman School, Orleans Parish



LOUISIANA WATER

Louisiana water is blue

like a blue heron catching a fish in the lake,
like blueberries waiting to be eaten,

like the sky on a spring morning.

Louisiana water is sparkly

like glitter on Mardi Gras floats,
like sparklers on the 4™ of July,
like the sun reflecting on the Gulf.

Louisiana water is green
like a swamp filled with water-lilies,
like an alligator swimming in the bayou,

like oak leaves blowing in the breeze.

Author: Heath McArdle, Cedarwood School, St. Tammany Parish

“Water to Share

Water, Water here and there
Is a resource that we all share.
Protecting it is what we must do
So it stays around for me and for you.
Louisiana waters depend on us
7o keep them clean without a fuss.

If you see someone about to dirty it,
Stop them and tell them they need to quit.
Conserving our water will help too
So we will have water our whole [ife through.
To do this we all must change our ways
By turning off faucets without any delays.
Enjoying our waters is easy to do
On rivers, in the gulf, or on the bayous.
Fishing, boating and swimming in the sun
‘Without the water would be no fun.

I hope this poem has taught you a lot

That conserving our water is such a great thought.

Author: Craig Matise, John Curtis Christian School, Jefferson Parish
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Participate in local drinking water protection activities to prevent contamination in your own home | [
and community. Contact the LDEQ Drinking Water Protection Team at (225) 219-3510 for 13 45 61 8 3 45 6189

information on drinking water protection activities in your area.
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Black History Month | )
National Freedom Day Groundhog Day
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Super Bowl XLVII Boy Scout Day
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Chinese New Year Lincoln and Darwin’s Birthdays Ash Wednesday Valentine’s Day National FFA Week begins
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National FFA Week o
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Presidents' Day Louisiana Environmental ®
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Baton Rouge Region IV, Alexandria
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Don’t Over Fertilize ————

Over fertilizing increases the lawn’s need for water.

January 2013

TWTFS
1
9

£ 6 0 6 19
n B U B ¥
H o0 3

Marech 2013

S M TWTF S
1

3 4 5 ¢ 1 8 9




™

|

West Feliciana Middle School, T't/es

&

Artist: Claire Leming

Feliciana Parish

" " —




March 2013

[1LIISIANA WATERS

Protect

LONSERVE

lysy!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Great American | )
Clean UP Month Eagle Expo hd

Bear With Us! Workshop, Bayou Lafourche Clean-Up
Poverty Point
3 4 5 6 1 8 9
LEEC Grant Application Deadline Louisiana Envirothon,
Baton Rouge
10 | 12 13 14 15 16
Girl Scouts Week o
Daylight Saving Time Begins
17 8 19 20 2 1) 13
St. Patrick’s Day National Agriculture Day LEAP (Phase 1) ° Swamp Stomp Festival, NSU °
First Day of Spring World Water Day
24 Palm Sunday 25 26 27 28 29 30
Swamp Stomp Passover Good Friday
Festival, NSU
Easter 3 I
T February 2013 April 2013
Shop Recyclables S HTWTF S HITWTES
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Artist: Jadeyn Bourque
Fenton Elementary School, Jefferson Davis Parish




April 2013

[1LISIANA WATERS

Protect

LONSERVE

L/

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Great American | ) 3 4 5 6
Clean UP Month April Fools’ Day Paddle Bayou Lafourche
Clean Air Month

1 8 9 10 [ 12 13
National Week of the Ocean °
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wn a Louisiana bayou, best friends,
and Kapoot, lived in a small town. Couyon
amed for his foolishness. Kapoot was named for
a mess. Couyon and Kapoot loved to hunt, fish,
im. One day, while climbing in the old magnolia
ey noticed something strange. “Couyon, look at
ou.” Couyon replied, “l don’t see nuttin’.” Kapoot
ook through my field glasses.” Confetti was all
e bayou. “May Kapoot, what dun happen to our
?” Couyon asked. “| don’t know, but we’s gonna
t,” Kapoot told him.
en they got to the bayou, Kapoot stopped.
ouyon, watch out for dese here gators,” Kapoot
here did dey come from?” Couyon exclaimed.
guess from da bayou,” Kapoot told him. “Why
da bayou?” Couyon asked. “Let’s get da
e and see.” They carefully made their way
the alligators and paddled out into the bayou.
ot, what's all dis stuff floatin’ in da bayou?”
responded, “I think all dis is trash.” They were
lent. Then Couyon asked, “How did all dis get
“l tink dem fancy, up-da-bayou people was too
put their trash in da garbage cans.” “Dat don’t
all dem gators,” Couyon said. “Yeah it do,
. Dem gators don't like all dat trash in their
, SO dey got out da water,” Kapoot explained.
ppy me dat he heard we was Earth’s
ers. Dat’s true, Kapoot,” Couyon said. “| agree

We’s gonna take care of dis mess,” Couyon ass
him. Couyon and Kapoot went up the bayou and
the “fancy, up-da-bayou people” what a mess the
made. Lots of southern Louisiana residents from
and down the bayou helped clean up Couyon an
Kapoot’s beloved bayou.

Next month, they were in a willow tree when
noticed how low the water was. “May what happe
now?” Couyon asked. They went ride in the piroc
think. “Man, those fancy, up-da-bayou people du
wasted all our water!” Kapoot said. “Fishin’ won't
fun if we can see dem!” “We might even have us
drought,” Kapoot said. “Let’s go get in da pickup
Couyon said. They once again went up the bayo
told their story. It was July; of course people were
wasting water. The “up-da-bayou” people promis
use less water.

Next month, Couyon and Kapoot were in a
cypress tree, when they noticed something. “Kap
look at our bayou,” Couyon said. “What do you
Couyon?” Kapoot responded. “Ain’t nuttin wrong
Couyon said. “May Couyon, you’re right. We got
bayou back! Now we can get back to enjoyin’ it!”
go swimmin’!” Couyon said happily. Couyon and
Kapoot learned a valuable lesson: First, you mus
protect the water. Second, you must conserve th
water. Then, you can enjoy the water.
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Artist: LaShae Duplechain
Magnet Academy for Cultural Arts, St. Landry Parish
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Set up a rain barrel under a gutter and can catch hundreds of gallons of water to use for watering the (103 45 6 113 45 6
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Labor Day Rosh Hashanah National Threatened Species Day
8 9 10 | 12 13 14
Grandparents’ Day Patriot Day Yom Kippur
5 16 17 8 19 20 21
Lake Ponchartrain Basin International Day of Peace
Foundation Annual Beach Sweep National Hunting & Fishing Day
Lake Ponchartrain Basin
Foundation Annual Beach Sweep
1) 13 24 25 26 2] 28
First Day of Autumn Johnny Appleseed Day Native American Day National Public Lands Day
19 30

AM. Watering ————

Watering plants early in the morning or late in the evening helps reduce evaporation, saving up to 25

gallons each time.
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Louisiana Waters:
Protect, Conserve, Enjoy!

Protect your loved ones,
From drought and thirst,
Start caring now,
For all that it’s worth,

Conserve the essence of life,
To pass on to a different generation,
# Make it become known,
That there is a limitation,

Enjoying is one thing,
Wasting is another,

Is a skill like no other

Author: Tommy Duong
DeRidder Junior High School, Beauregard Parish

Artist: E’shia Allen
John Curtis Christian School, Jefferson Parish
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Think you have a leak in your toilet? Put a few drops of food coloring in your toilet tank; if the color (13 45 61 [
shows up in the bowl without flushing, you have a leak. Fixing it can save up to 1,000 gallons a month 8§ 9 0 0 N OB W3 45 61 89
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All Saints Day
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Louisiana Waters

Marshlands, shady cypress bayous, rivers, and lakes,
Beautiful Louisiana waters provide many resources and
recreational breaks.

Since the waters are so beautiful
Protect them, so we can continue to be boastful!

Hunting and fishing are our game
With water sports of every name.

Twenty-one state parks offer lakes for enjoying...
Boating, canoeing, kayaking, tubing, and jet-skiing.

To protect our waters from harmful pollution
We need to come up with a solution.

Nature and wildlife as far as you can see
All benefit from our water potpourri.

We named our state tree in 1963,
Found along water bayous, is the majestic bald cypress tree.

And where you see the Louisiana purple iris
It gives our waters such charm and bliss

But to keep plants rooted
We need to stop our waters from being polluted

We, the people, need to be part of the solution
To prevent harmful nonpoint pollution.

The tides always moving in and out
Are home to many, including our state saltwater fish,
the spotted sea trout.

Our waters provide a tasty, seafood dish
With shrimp, oysters, and of course, catfish.

One of the best is our fresh crawfish
Which makes a spicy and famous Louisiana dish.

Won’t you come help me?
Restore the wonders that used to be.

We need to protect our waters and lakes
We have so much at stake.

So to keep Louisiana waters clean and healthy
Don’t throw trash off the levee.

Think before you pour things down storm drains.
Into our water goes motor oil, urban run-off, and fertilizers
with the rains.

Stop....think......and bring wastes to a recycling center
So pollutants into our water do not enter!

Now, | don’t mean to boast
But Louisiana is the best on the coast

But to keep these treasures alive
Caring people are needed to help our waters survive.

Author: Alexis Lang, John Curtis Christian School, Jefferson Parish
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Water is Life

Every creature great and small
needs water to live.

That’s why we say, “Water is life.
It is precious.”

In Louisiana, we are lucky to have so much
fresh water,
flowing in our bayous, rivers, and canals.

Criss-crossing our state carrying life,
like veins,
through a person’s body.

We should respect our water.
Keep it healthy
and treat it with care.

As we would with our own bodies.
Because water is life.

Author: Emma Cho, Isidore Newman School, Orleans Parish
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Buy a Plate to Educate! ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

ENVIRONMENTAL TIP RESOURCE LINKS

American Rivers: www.americanrivers.org

Be Water Wise: www.bewaterwise.com

EPA: www.epa.gov/watersense

H20O Conserve: www.h2oconserve.org

LDEQ: www.deq.state.la.us

National Geographic: http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/freshwater/
NOAA: www.marinedebris.noaa.gov

Water-Use it Wisely: www.wateruseitwisely.com

Printed on 10% recycled paper.
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Steve Thompson, Alcoa Plant Manager
Paula Poole, Environmental Specialist
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Environmental Education Section and

Louisiana Environmental Education Commission
P.O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
Visit us online at: www.wilf.la.gov/eec
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Mark your calendars!
Louisiana’s 11th Environmental Awareness

Student Ar¢ & Language Arts Contest¢

For Louisiana students ages 5-18 years.
2013 Theme: “Louisiana's Natural Resources:What's Important to You?”
Contest Postmark Deadline: Friday, April 26,2013
Official Contest Rules & Registration form: www.wilf.la.gov/eec
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